Reading

e Skills Boost: Using context for understanding

Skills Boost: Using context for understanding

When you read a text, you may sometimes find that you lose understanding.

Try some of these techniques to help you correct that misunderstanding.

* Reread the sentence or paragraph you did not understand.

* Read it yet again, more slowly. Which word or phrase do you not understand?

* Look at the context of that word or phrase: the rest of the sentence and the text.
Use it to help you guess the meaning of the word or phrase.

o The word ‘bound” in the following sentence from the extract on page 10 could be
confusing because it has several possible meanings.

The gold was s=aled in three boxes, bound with iron bars.

The word *bound” can mean:

* tied or wrapped up The book was bound with leather

* on the way (to) The plane was bound for Lages.

* leap or jump Che cleared the hurd|ejna:|.'jnqje l:mund__
* inevitable or unavoidable 1 covld see the crash was bound to happen.

What do you think ‘bound’ means in the sentence from the extract above? Write
an explanation in your own words.

9 Look at the sentences below. Each one contains a nonsense word. Use the context
of each sentence to suggest what each nonsense word could mean.
a) I was sleeping when a loud crash spadoddled the house.
b) She sat down and ate a huge crangle of ice cream.

e Skills Boost: Reading long sentences

Skills Boost: Reading long sentences

Very long sentences can be difficult to read and confusing to understand. Breaking
them down into clauses and phrases can help you make sense of them.

o Look at the 55-word sentence below. It contains clauses linked with relative
pronouns, conjunctions and non-finite verbs.

= A relative pronoun is a word that indicates information related to a noun or noun
phrase, such as “that’ or “which’.

+ A conjunction is o word used to connect clouses, such as ‘and” and *bacause’.

+ A non-finite verb is a verb that doesn't show tense. It could be an infinitive verb
{such as “to watch’). a present participle (such as ‘watching’) or a past participle
(such as ‘watched”).

In the middle of a forest, there Was a meadow that was full of bright flowers —
and, in the middle of the meadow, there Was an old building made without any
doors, which made the children wender if there wWas a tunnel to getinte or out
of it ar stherwise it seemed inaccessible.

a) Copy out the sentence. Every time you come fo a new clause, begin a new line.
b) Explain why the new lines assist you to read the sentence.
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e Skills Boost: Making notes

Skills Boost: Making notes

When you make notes, you need to jot down your ideas quickly and clearly. This
activity will help you to decide which details and which words are important in
notes, and which are unnecessary.

o Compare the full sentence on the left with the notes on the right. Write a sentence
or two describing the kinds of details that have been missed out in the notes.

The Antikythera Mechanism was found Mechanism found 1901 in

in 1901, in the wreck of a Roman cargo wreck of Roman thip

thip, 15 metret beneath the fea.

0 Copy out the sentence balow.

Itis thought that the Antikythera Mechanism was an astronomical elock with
seven hands, which thowed the movements of the Sun, Moon and planets.

a) Cross out the details in this sentence that are less important than others.
b) Now cross out as many words as you can, without losing any important details.

e Skills Boost: Building a proofreading strategy

Skills Boost: Building a proofreading strategy

Look at the table of frequent student mistakes below.

Missing or misplaced —
punctuation e

« full stops and comma splices = homophones = consistent tense

* commas » single or double letters * subject-verb agreement
* apostrophes * dropping the letter ‘e’ * omitted words

* colons and semi-colons * silent letters * repeated words

o Check the article on page 254, looking carefully for each of the common errors
listed above. There are ten errors in total. Copy. circle and then correct each error
you find.

It is sometimes easier to spot mistakes when you focus on one type of error at a time.

For example, you could check for spelling errors first. check again for grammar errors
and then check again for punctuation errors.

o Look again at all of the
errors you have corrected.
Use them to create a
proofreading checklist for
this student: a list of the
kinds of errors this student
should look for very
carefully when proofreading
his writing.

o Check some of your own
writing completed in previous
sections of this unit. What
kinds of errors can you find? .

Use your findings to \
build your own
proofreading checklist.



e Grammar Boost: Practising conjunctions for comparison

Grammar Boost: Practising conjunctions

for comparison

Adverbials such as ‘similarly’ and *however' can link two separate sentences.
However, conjunctions for comparison, such as ‘whereas’ can only be used to link
two clauses in a multi-clause sentence. For example:

. Extract B focuses on Antarctica.
Extract B focuses on Antarctica. +
Extract B focuses on Antarctica. X
Extract B focuses on Antarctica. X

* Extract A describes the Gohi desert.
¢ Extract A describes the Gobi desert,
* Extract A describes the Gobi desert,
* Extract A describes the Gobi desert.

e Grammar Boost: Practising conjunctions for comparison (continued)

Grammar Boost: Practising conjunctions for

comparison (continued)

o Copy out the sentences below, matching three pairs of contrasting points : one
from the first column and one from the second column. Link each pair to form one
or two sentences, using the words "however', "whereas’ or "while'. You may use
each word, and each sentence. only once.

The writer of Extract A enjoys the The writer of Extract B is on o
peace of the desert. challenging expedition.
The trip described in Extroct A The writer in Extract B makes his
sounds like a holiday. journey alone.

The writer in Extract A is travelling The writer of Extract B describes
with a group. difficulties and dangar.

e Skills Boost: Identifying figurative language

Skills Boost: Identifying figurative language

¢ A gimile is a comparison using the words ‘like’ or ‘as’ to highlight a specific
feature of an object, person or place.

* A metaphor is a direct comparison to highlight the many similarities between
two objects, people or places.

* Personification iz a kind of metaphor that uses human qualities or actions to
describe something non-human. These can either be positive or negative, for

example: The wind hewled and Icmec.hed._

o Look at the following quotations from the extract on page 116. Identify the example

of figurative language in each one. Is it a simile, a metaphor or personification?

a) the air itself becomes a physical presence, as solid as a clenched fist.
b} Waves that began life thousands of miles away find their way to these shores

0 Look again at the quotations in guestion 1, which contain two things being
l:ompore-d to something else.

b) - -
nlr E?Enched fist @ve& Eﬂegu@

Copy and complete these Venn diograms, noting in the centre of the overlapping
circles all the different things that the comparison suggests to you.



e Skills Boost: Using synonyms to refer back

Skills Boost: Referring back with determiners,

synonyms and pronouns

|I'IST.§E£| OSTEEEEUHQ | Mohandas Gandhi became known as Mahatma.
:ﬁh‘:;_rﬂ usgligutpa !::tes‘v'ﬂu Mahatma means "Wise one’ or*h n-'],.r one’
can use det erminers, Jf
ronouns and synonyvms The name cowldbe ou oould reploce the il ooild wee g determiner
P d s) ¥ 2p

to link ideas in vour repegted namewith a pronoun.  and @ synon .

writing. They could replace a repeated word, name or phrase.

o Rewrite the sentences below, avoiding the repetition by using determiners,
pronouns and synonyms,
a) The Salt March began in March 1930. The Salt

March lasted 25 days. Determiners Bank
Gandhi had broken the salt law.
e Skills Boost: Fact and opinion

Skills Boost: Fact and opinion

Information texts contain facts. They do not usually give a writer's opinlons —
although it is often possible to Identify the writer's viewpoint or attitude to the
toplc. When you explore any non-fiction text, especlally an argument text, you
need to distinguish between facts and opinlons.

Remember

A fact is @ piece of information that can be proved. For example: London is the
capital of England.

An opinion is a point of view or judgement with which some people might disagree.
For example: London is a great city.
4

o Identify which of the statements below are How do | do that?

facts and which are opinions, Try putting ‘I think’ at the

a) The Shaanxi Earthquake took place in 1556. | beginning of each statement.

b) 830,000 people died in the earthquake. This will make the statement

¢) Qin Keda offered advice on how to survive sound either like an opinion or
an earthquake. like a fact that you're not sure

d) Qin Keda offered good advice on how to you remember correctly.

e A

survive an earthquake.
e) One day, humans will be able to prevent earthquakes.



e Skills Boost: Building sentences

Skills Boost: Building sentences

There are many possible elements that could be Included In a sentence:

{pieces of information that contain a verb)
silk was invented by Leizu | she was drinking o cup of tea
m and | but | when | because | if | olthough | as
WELRLGTET T sitting | enjoying | looking
LT LT which | that | who | whose

Adverbials {information about place or time)
in her garden | 4,500 years ago

o Look at the sentence elements in the table below. Build a sentence using:

a) two of the elements, b) three of the elements.
c) four of the elements, d) five of the elements,
Clauses Adverbials Non-finite verbs
Alexander Fleming was o scientist. in 1928 leaving
Alevander Fleming discoverad penicillin. on a window sill gaoing
He left a petri dish. to Scotland returning
He went on holiday. to his loboratory
He noticed the petri dish. in London
It hod gone mouldy.

e Skills Boost: Referring back with determiners, synonyms and pronouns

Skills Boost: Referring back with determiners,

synonyms and pronouns

IHStEEd ‘:"Lreﬁea““g | Mohandas Gandhi became known as Mahatma.
WOords and porases Lat 0 - i) Yol r
throughout a text, you —I-Hﬂ me means Wlse one oF hely one.

can use det erminers,
pronouns and SYnonyms The name cowldbe ot coeld reploce the il ooild wee g determiner
to link ideas in vour repeated namewith g promowr. and @ synoaym.

writing. They could replace a repeated word, name or phrase.
o Rewrite the sentences below, avoiding the repetition by using determiners,

pronouns and synonyms,
a) The Salt March began in March 1930. The Salt

March lasted 25 days. Determiners Bank
Gandhi had broken the salt law.



e Grammar Boost: Adverbials for comparison

Grammar Boost: Adverbials for comparison

An adverbial can be used at the start of a sentence or paragraph as a signal for
comparison. For example, an adverbial could indicate that a sentence will contrast
with or add support to the sentence before it.

Adverbs indicating contrast: However, | On the other hand,
Adverbs indicating similarity: In addition. | Similarly,

o Write five sentences comparing Extract A on page 44 and Extract B on page 45.
Use the adverbials above and the phrases below for ideas.

Extract A | Extract B | Both extrocts | Meither extract

about yetis | same title | yetis may exist | yetis do not exist
prove their viewpoint | supporting evidence

e Grammar Boost: Modal verbs

Grammar Boost: Modal verbs

Modal verbs are often used when giving advice. Modal verbs include:
might | could | should | ought to | can | must | will | shall

o Using o modal verb shows how likely or important it is that something will happen.
Lock at the sentences below. Order them to show the order of importance of the
different tasks described.

A I must do my homework. B I could watch television.
C I will brush my teeth. D Ishould go to bed early.

6 a) Look ot the following pieces of advice. Copy and complete them using a variety
of modal verbs to reploce each ¥ and show the importance of each one.

When you go out o meet up with friends:

* You P tell your family Wwhere you are going.

= You ? take a mobile phone se you can stay in touvgh with friends and 'Fami]}r.

- You? fe”:,,raur fﬂmily what time you will be coming hoeme.

b) Add two more pieces of advice, using a moedal verb in each one.



e Grammar Boost: Writing in a formal register

Grammar Boost: Writing in a formal register

When you are writing a response to a text, you should use formal language.
This means:

* using 5tandard English and avoiding slang
= making formal vocabulary choices

* writing in the third person, avoiding the pronouns ‘you’, ‘I" and *me’

o Look at the two sentences below.

A | When you're reading if, the writer makes you feel like them stones are weird.
1

B | The writer suggests Te the reader that the stones are mysterious.
I

a) Which sentence is written formally, and which is written informally?
b) Mote down three clues you used to work out your answer.

e Skills Boost: Comparing formal and informal language choices

Grammar Boost: Adverbials for emphasis and contrast

Adverbials can be used to link sentences or paragraphs, to show the relationship
between them.
These adverbials indicate that you are adding to a point:

indeed | furthermore | in fact | in addition
These adverbials indicate a contrast or a contradiction:
however | alternatively | on the other hand | even so

o Look at the three paragraphs below. Add an appropriote fronted adverbial to the
second and third sentence in each paragraph.

a) Many students worry about exams. They are rarely as bad as you Think

f’he_}l will be. You may even be surprised at hew well yeu do.

b) You may be worried about meeting your ne teachers. You may be more

worried about meeting the teachers you had last year! You don't need to

worry: your teachers only want you to try your hardest and do your best

c) The thought af getting semething Wwrong vornef a lot of peap|e. Gefﬁng

femething Wreng if The best way to learn how to de ifcorrecﬂy. Malking

mistakes will almeost cerfainly feach you more than geting things right
first time!

How do | do that?

Look at the sentence you are linking. Does it support A fronted adverbial is an

and odd to the sentence before it, or make a contrasting adverbial used ot the stort of a
point? Once you understand the way the ideas are sentence. You should always use a
reloted, you can choose an appropriate adverbial. comma after a fronted adverbial.

e,

0 Look at the following statement.

| Students can find it difficult fo find enovgh fime Te do all their homewark.
I

Add two more sentences to the one above, to write your own short paragraph on
the topic of homework. The first of your two sentences should support and add
to the stotement. and the second should contrast with or contradict it. Use an
appropriate fronted adverbial in each of your sentences.



e Grammar Boost: Non-finite clauses

Grammar Boost: Non-finite clauses

You can link ideas in sentences using conjunctions such as ‘and’, *‘when’ and
‘because’. You can also link ideas in sentences by using non-finite clauses. These
are clauses built around non-finite verbs. The most common form of noninite

verb is created using the ending ‘*-ing’.

For example:

| A blast of wind fore through the region. | It scattered debris far and wide.
| |

| A blast of wind tore through the region, seattering debris far and wide.
|

o Use a non-finite form of each underlined verb to turn each pair of sentences into
one multi-clouse sentence.
a) The text begins with o description of Earth. It creates an impression of peace.
b) The writer describes the asteroid’s impaoct. He explains how it wiped out 80 per
cent of life.
€} The writer makes the asteroid sound terrifying. He describes the speed it
travelled and the damage it caused.

Grammar Boost: Non-finite clauses

A nonfinite clause is a clause that contains a non-finite verb. For example:

7 X
Thic ks the main clawse bn thic semtenne. Thic £ a non-finite claue.
There are three forms of non-finite verh:
+ the present participle, ending ‘-ing": creating, pushing, making
* the past participle, often ending ‘—ed’: created, pushed, made
» the infinitive, preceded by ‘to™: to create, to push, to make

Finite verbs change or inflect according to tense and person. Nonfinite verbs do
not. Compare these two sentences:
Turning the corner. - a huge statue. Turning the corner, a huge statue.

The finitz varb'to we'changss to shiv the Past thge Qnd
tihe third person, but the non-flnite vert ‘turning ' does ot

o Write out the following sentences, underlining the non-finite clause in each one.
a) To reach it, you have to climb 150 steps.
b) Climbing all those steps to the top. I wondered if it would be worth it.
€} Exhausted with the effort, I could hardly breathe.



e Skills Boost: Building a synonym bank

Skills Boost: Building a synonym bank

Synonyms are words with the same or very similar meanings. When you identify
a word in your writing that could be improved, building a bank of synonyms will
help you to make the most effective choice.

Look at the following sentence. The word ‘sad’ could be replaced to give this piece
of advice more impact.

| If you fail, do not be sad. Try again.
I

o Begin your synonym bank by thinking about the words you already
know that could replace it. For example, in the sentence above you could use
‘unhappy” or ‘miserable’.

9 MNext. try using a thesaurus to add more options to your synonym bank.

bitter | disheartened | dismal | downcast | gloomy | pessimistic | sormowful

e a) Which synonym would you choose to
replace ‘sad’ in the sentence above?

If you don't know the precise meaning

b) Write one sentence explaining the of @ synonym from a thesaurus,
reasons for your choice. don't use it without looking it up in
a dictionary. Be sure that it definitaly
o Look at the following sentence. makes sense in the sentence.

| Never tell a lie. Lying is bad.
I

a) Choose one word in the sentence that could be improved.

b) Build a synonym bank for that word. Add at least three synonyms to the bank.
€} Which synonym would you choose?

d) Write one sentence explaining the reasons for your choice.

Writing

Skills Boost: Building a response paragraph

Skills Boost: Building a response paragraph

Look at the following paragraph from one student’s response to the extract on
page 110.

A Jamest appearance it deseribed vsing adjectives that give eluer about his life.

for E'Jrﬂmplei his face i described as ‘creased’ and "battered!

™| m

This Vacabr.-lary choice hat connotations of vielence and damaqu suggesting that

James has suffered with problems and difficulties in his life.

D Heowever,

E itceuld also suggest that he s IFmply worn out b'y all his hard work as a caretaker.

F The writer i trying fo make the reader feel sympathy for this damaged character.

o The table below shows the different elements of a response paragraph and what
each element contributes.
a) Match the elements (i-iv) to what they contribute (v-wiii).
b) Match each pair to the appropriate example in the paragraph above (A-F).

" ements | What thee contiute |

(i) explanation {v) supports the key point

{ii) adverbial {vi) identifies the writer's intention
{iii) evidence {vii) explains impact of vocabulary choices
{iv) key point {viii) links ideas



e Skills Boost: Making notes

Skills Boost: Making notes

LEONARDO DA VINCI

+ Leonardo da Vinci was born on 15th April » The ‘Mona Lisa® is one of his most
1452 in Vinci, Italy. well-known paintings.

= Hedied on 2nd May 1519 in Amboise, France. = Healso completed thousands of drawings that
show the workings of the human body, and
ideas for inventions including a parachute, a
helicopter, an armoured tank and a calculator.

+ He is most famous as an artist. He is also
known as an inventor and scientist.

o Look at the first bullet point in the fact file above. It contains twelve words.
a) Reduce it to just six key words
by crossing out the six least
important words.
b) Cross out three more words, to
make a note just three words long.

tromordede Yoo bern o 154 Apri]

0 Make notes from the other four bullet points.
a) Reduce the second, third and fourth bullet points to three words each.
b) Summarise the fifth bullet point in as few words as you can.

e Skills Boost: Expanding single-clause sentences

Skills Boost: Expanding single-clause sentences

Single-clause sentences contaln Just one verb. They can be, but aren't always, very
short. The verb and nouns In a single-clause sentence can be modified to build a
vividly-descriptive image or a powerfully-expressed argument.

Nouns can be modified with:

L] ad]ect]\resj ,.r&. 5rea‘|‘ :.’g:hac] I,u-fe-'comei all r]'ud'en‘f‘s.

# adverhs: A ‘l‘ru'}r great schoel welcomes all dudents.

= prepositional phrases: A truly great scheol welcomes all students of all abilities.

Verbs can be modified with:

« adverhials: A ‘f'ru']..r qreaf school I.u"armj}r welcomes all tudents of all abilities

™ pIEpGS]t]GHEI phrases A ‘J‘ru'y qrea‘f scheool Warm]y welcomes inf'a_

__ | its classrooms all students of all abilities.

o Choose words and phrases from the
Modification Bank to expand the

Modification Bank

following single-clause sentences. compulsory  with good of maney
a) Many schools have uniforms. ;gé‘rew oy ;‘i’:;‘i" ;?EF.—.[EES
i - 1 W w
b) Stu_dents dislike uniforms, good sensible enomously
) Uniforms are a waste. beautiful for everyone  of time
e

10



e Skills Boost: Writing in an informal register

Skills Boost: Writing in an informal register

Advice texts are often written in a relatively informal register, to create a
conversational, friendly tone. They often feature:

¢ direct address, using the pronoun *you’

* contractions such as ‘don’t” and ‘wouldn't’

When writing an advice text, even

in an informal register, you are not
talking to friends — so you should still
o Look at the following groups of vocabulary use Standord English and avoid slang. )

* more informal language choices.

options. Which word in each group is the
maost formal? Which is the least formal? Which do you think is the most appropriate
for an advice text?

a) converse | talk | chat b) difficult | tricky | troublesome
c) commence | start | get d) friend | companion | mate
a) worry | fuss | despair f) many | lots of | multitudinous

9 Rewrite the following piece of advice using a more informal register to create a
friendly, conversational tone.

Making nelw acquainfances can be trovblesom e butde not agonife. There

are many ditferent ways in which people can commence conversing.

e Grammar Boost: Past and present tense

Grammar Boost: Past and present tense

When giving Information about a current situation,
information texts are usually written In the present
tense. When glving Information about an event or
an experlence that has already happened, they are
usually written in the past tense.

Tense is indicated by the form
of the verb in o sentence.
MNon-finite verbs do not change
their form to show tense.

b A
o Look at the two sentences below.
A The writer Takes the slave driver’s B The writer took the slave driver’s
whip, keeping it to remind him of Whip, keeping it te remind him of
this experience. this experience.

a) Identify the three verbs in each sentence.
b) Identify which verbs change to indicate the past or present tense.

0 a) In which tense is the extract on page 148 written?

b) Note down one sentence from the extract to support your answer, and circle all
the verbs in it

11



e Grammar Boost: Present, past, perfect and past perfect

Grammar Boost: Present, past, perfect and

past perfect

If a story 1s mainly written In the present tense, you can use the present perfect
tense to give information about things that have already happened. For example:

He watches the bear. He has waited hours for it to appear.

If a story 1s malnly written In the past tense, you can use the past perfect tense to
glve Information about things that have already happened. For example:

He watched the bear. He had waited houvrs for it 1o appear.

e

1, you, we, they hove watched had wcltd'led

he, she, it watches watched has watched had watched

\

o Rewrite the sentences below, changing the present to the past, and the present
perfect to the past perfect.

a) Might has fallen. The moon is bright.

b) The bear stops and sniffs. Tam realises that it has smelt his scent.

¢) The bear sees Tam. He has never felt so frightened. He runs.

d) Tam has walked for miles through the forest before he finds his way home.

e Skills Boost: Linking points with adverbials

Skills Boost: Linking points with adverbials

When you are writing a response to a text, you can use adverbials at the beginning
of each paragraph to link your points and guide the reader.

o Look at one student’s planned key points below.

A The writer emphafiﬁ:s Kamal's loye of fWimming.
B The writer focuses on Bamal’s love of stories.
C Itis clear that Kamal loves the power of words.

D We learn that Kamal is determined and 5inq]e-min.:[ed.

Which of the following adverbials could you place at the
start of each key point, to link them and clarify how they relate to one another?

At the beginning of the story, | Similarly, | In contrast. | Above all,
In the second half of the story, | By the end of the story, | Throughout the story,

12



e Skills Boost: Comparing formal and informal language choices

Skills Boost: Comparing formal and informal

language choices

Information texts are often written in a more formal register. This means that they:
* are written in the third person

* avoid contractions such as ‘can't’ and ‘won't’

* feature more formal vocabulary choices.

o Lock at the following sentences from Extract B on page 138. Organise the
alternative choices (a-e) for each highlighted word in order of formality: from the
most formal to the least formal.

A They returned seven years later, telling of a land covered with fruit and flowers.

B There is some evidence — although none of it is conclusive — suggesting that sailors from China,
Africa and Europe travelled to America even before the Vikings.

C Hecent analysis has revealed that the flint from which the knife was made came from France.

a) retuned came back | reappeared | rematerialised

b) conclusive definite | certain | indisputable Remember
c) travelled went |voyoged | navigated Formal vocabulary choices
d) revealed shown |indicated | intimated may be longer and less

e) made constructed | manufactured | created kfumiliur than informal ones.

e Consider the register of the language in Extract B. Is it very formal, guite formal,
not very formal, or not at all formal?

e Skills Boost: Building a paragraph of critical response

Skills Boost: Building a paragraph of

critical response

There are lots of useful phrases you can use when you bulld a paragraph to explain
your response to a text.

o Copy and complete the paragraph below, using the phrases given to reploce each p.

For example, | The writer | The narrator | The character | creates the impression that
describes | is presented as | presents | seems to be | It | This comparison | This description

This phrase | This word | implies | shows | suggests | reveals

? P the narratoris arrogant and manipulative. P the narrater explains how o get

someone Who if ‘built like a buffala’ on Fﬂhrfide. ? ? a I:uqe and P'IDWEFFDJ perion.

? 7P the narrater thinks we should admire him because he is clever and cunning

enouqh te manipu]a‘]‘e fomeone §o pnl-\-’erﬁ.-] in this Way.

o Annotate each of the sentences in your version of the paragraph above using the
following labels: ‘evidence’, “explanation’, and ‘key point’.

13



e Grammar Boost: Linking ideas clearly

Grammar Boost: Linking ideas clearly

| The narrater picks vp a hitch-hiker. The hitch-hiker says he is going Te a horie race.
I ¥

In the sentences above, the word ‘hitch-hiker' is repeated. There are several ways
this repetition could be avolded, as explained in the table below.

These can help you to ovoid repetition. However, you must be coreful that your use of
pronouns does not make your meaning unclear. For example, in the following sentence
it is no longer clear whether it is the narrator or the hitch-hiker who says he is going to a
horse race: The nammator picks wp o hitch-hiker. He says he is going to o horse roce.

Pronouns

To clarify your meaning. you could use a conjunction such as *ond’ or “but’. For exomple:

The nomator picks up o hitch-hiker gnd soys he 5 going to o horse roce. This suggests that
the subject of the second verb is the same as the subject of the first verb: the narrator i

going to a horse race.

For exomple: The narrotor picks up o hitch-hiker, who says he is going to o horse roce. The
relative pronoun refers badk to the noun that comes directly before it: the hitch-hiker is
going to a horse race.

Conjunctions

This con often be the easiest way of making meaning clear. For example: The nomator
jpicks up a hitch-hiker. The traoveller says he is going to o horse roce. The narrator picks up
a hitchhiker. The driver soys he is going to o horse roce.

o Rewrite each of the sentences below to make its meaning clearer.
a) The narrator picks up a hitch-hiker. He persuades him to drive at top speed.
b) The hitch-hiker tells the narrator he is going to a horse race. He is not interested

in the races.
¢} The narrgtor is stopped by a police officer. He writes down his nome and address.

e Grammar Boost: Relative clauses

Grammar Boost: Relative clauses

A relative clause is a part of sentence used to add information to a noun. It
is linked to the rest of the sentence using a relative pronoun, such as ‘who’,

‘which’, ‘that” or ‘whose’.

Information from two sentences can be linked using a relative pronoun to form one
multi-clause sentence with a relative clause. For example:

| Gabekli Tepe wag prabably built arovnd llrﬂﬂﬂ years age.
|

| Gabekli Tepe it in Turkey.
I v

Gobekl; TeEe, Which 5 in TH‘I';IE}I". was built arevnd 11 000 yearf age.

This ks arelatve clause. bt ks linked to the rest of the
entante Wi th the relative pronoun Wiich! It ks separaved
firom the rest af the sentence with commas

o Use a relative pronoun to link each of these pairs of sentences:
a) The stones are decorated with images. The images are described as ‘stunning”.
b) Rodar surveys show many more stones below ground. The surveys can see

beneath the earth.
c) The megaliths are carved with images of animals. They weigh up to ten tonnes.
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e Skills Boost: Experimenting with sentence structure

Skills Boost: Experimenting with sentence structure

Look at the following three pieces of information.

!}fau- grolw up + !"FBL- l.-'j||.r_'hanqe + !}fﬂ-nrdrmmf pill change

There are different ways in which ideas like these could be linked and positioned
in sentences. For example:

| Your dreams will change as you grew vp because you will change.
I ’ v

As you grow up, your dreams will change because you will change.

Because you will change, your dreams will change as you grow up.

Each of the sentences above has three cm_lun:tmn Bank

clauses linked with two conjunctions. when but because
as if unless

o In how many ways can you link the three although and 50

clauses in each of the following groups?

a) you are young | your dreams may be unrealistic | you should not ignore them

b) you tell people about your dreams | they may laugh | it does not matter

€) you work hard | you will achieve your dreams | they may not be the dreams that
you expected

e Skills Boost: Varying sentence starts

Skills Boost: Varying sentence starts

If every sentence in a piece of writing begins in the same way, it can become
boring or difficult to read. There are lots of different ways in which you can start
a sentence. For example:

* You can start with a main clause:

| Lindquist was territied as he stood face to face with the creature.

* You can start with a subordinate clause:
| As ke steod face to face with the creature, Lindquist was terrified.

* You can start with a non{finite clause:

| Standing face to face with the creature, Lindquist was terrified.

o Rewrite the sentences below, starting each in as many different ways as you can.
a) The Sasquatch is rarely seen because it lives in the wilderness.
b) The men solved the mystery by explaining that it was a hoax.

15



e Skills Boost: Using synonyms to refer back

Skills Boost: Using synonyms to refer back

You can use synonyms in your writing to avoid repetitions, and to refer your
reader back to ideas in earlier sentences. As well as synonyms, you should use
appropriate determiners to make your meaning clear.

o Compare the two pairs of sentences below.
A The narrotor visits someone called Casto Mulherne. Casto Mulheme lives in a trea.
B The narrator visits someone called Casto Mulherne. This character lives in a tree.

a) Example A contains repeated words. What are they?
b) Example B has replaced the repetition. What noun is used in the replacement?
c) What determiner is used in Example B's replacement?

a Rewrite the sentences below, using synonyms .
and determiners to avoid repetition while
making your meaning clear. a | the | this | that | my | your | his

her | our | their
Caste Mulherne says he built the houre . 4

fhe day before ye?‘!’erdayf The narrator Svyno s Bank
it amazed that Casto Mulherne could man | person | character | house

build the house so quickly. home | residence
.- i,

9 You can also use pronouns to refer back and avoid repetition. Which pronoun could
you use to replace the repeated nouns in the sentences above?

e Grammar Boost: Revising word class

Grammar Boost: Revising word class

To complete each of the questions In the activity, choose words from the selection
below and use some of your own. You will need to use different forms of the verbs
below, depending on the tense and person in which you choose to write.

house | man | build | shop | buy | tall | busy | hurry | large | cake | hungry
tiny | brown | eat | quickly | secretly | silently | car | drive | walk | hide

o Write one sentence including two nouns, one verb and one adverb.

= A noun names a person, place, cbject or idea: The pale, skinny girl holds the fish tightly:
+ An adjective adds information to a noun: The pale, skinny gid holds the fish tightly
+ A verb describes an oction, event or state: The pale, skinny girl holds the fish tightly.
Ik_' An adverb adds information to a verb or adjective: The pale, skinny girl holds the fish tightly.

o Write one sentence including one noun and

two adjectives. (F e M= e v

9 Write one sentence including one adverb and two verbs.

o Write one sentence including two nouns, two adjectives,
one verb and one adverb.

B Look again at the sentences you have written in answer

to questions 1-4. Label the nouns, verbs, adjectives and

=

e
S
adverbs using the following labels: =

« ‘N’ for nouns = ‘Y foryerbs = ‘Adj for adjectives = ‘Adv’ for adverbs

16



e Spelling Boost: Regular and irregular plurals

Spelling Boost: Regular and irregular plurals

o Write the plural form of the following singular mouns.

a) mystery b) knife c) box d) business
a) city f) dish g) family h) glass
i} lady i) leaf k) life 1) wife

Plural nouns are usually created by adding *-s" or *-es’ to the singular noun. However,

there are other ways of turning singular nouns into plural nouns. For example:
= For nouns ending in a consonant and °y’, take off the 'y’ and add *-ies’.
= For nouns ending *-f' or *~fe', take off the ‘—f" or ‘~fe’ and odd ‘-ves’.

6 Some plurals are not formed using a reqular pattern. What is the singular form of
the following common irregular plurals?

a) men b) women c) people d) children e) feet f) teeth

e Spelling Boost: The suffixes —ful and -ly

Spelling Boost: The suffixes —ful and —ly

Many adverbs are formed by adding -ly to an adjective:

* if an adjective ends in -/, the adverb form ends in -ily
useful —  » usefully

* for most adjectives ending in -e, the adverb form ends in -ely
safe — safely

Remember
The suffix "-ful’ means full of. However, it is always spelt with just one *['.

For example: helpful | careful | beautiful | useful | powerful | disgraceful

o Rewrite each of the following phrases as an adjective ending "—ful’.
a) full of help b) full of care c) full of beauty d) full of use

0 Use the words in the Adjective Bank to form odverbs to replace each 7 in the
following sentences.

a) I examined the guitar 7: it had been P decorated.
b) I was ¥ late for school so I would P get Adjective Bank

a detention.

beautiful I
¢) He watched P as the driver P steered the car through dz:ﬁi;.eu Zjﬁime
the narrow streets. careful complete
d) I was P lost and P confused. | safe total J

17



e Spelling Boost: Spelling strategies

Spelling Boost: Spelling strategies

One way to remember a more-difficult spelling is to notice that it contains another
word hidden within it.

o Sometimes the hidden word is closely related to the difficult spelling.
a) Find the word hiding in “hear’. It's something you use for hearing.
b} Find the word hiding in “piece’. You might like to cat a piece of it
c) Find the word hiding in "believe’. It's something you should not believe.

9 The hidden word is not always related to the difficult spelling — but it can still help
you to remember it, especially if you can come up with an image or story that
links them. How many hidden weords can you find in these difficult spellings? Can you
suggest ideas that could help you remember them?

a) separate  b) vegetable  ¢) foctory  d) disoppeared ) allowed

I get the vegefable-s. Theal putthe veqefab'es on the table. ..

e Spelling Boost: Spelling with double letters

Spelling Boost: Spelling with double letters

Some of the most frequently misspelled words in the English language contain
double letters. Learning which letters are doubled, and which are not, can help you
spell them correctly.

o Look at the words below.

accdent | occommoedation | beginning | disappear | disappoint | embarrass

immediate | necessary | occasionally | recommend | success | tomormow

a) Copy the words, circling all the doubled letters.

b) Underline any consonants that you think some people may incorrectly double
when spelling the word. For example, people might be tempted to spell
‘disappear” with a double “s".

c) Now write all the words again, breaking them into syllables separated with
dashes. Make sure all doubled letters are split betweean two syllables (except
when they feature at the end of a word).

For example: ae—cid—ent

ac—com—mod—a—tion

d) Learn each spelling in the list using the 'loock-say-cover-write—check” method:
* Look at the word, broken down into syllables.
* Say it out loud. pronouncing each syllable as it is written.
+ Cover the word so you cannot see it.
* Write out the word again.
* Check your spelling. Is it correct?
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e Spelling Boost: Building spelling families

Spelling Boost: Building spelling families

There are some common tricky letter patterns in English. Some of them include
‘silent’ letters: letters that aren’t pronounced independently.

o Note down as many words as you can that feature each of the following
spelling patterns.

a) wh

b) wr lvh e

€} qu when lwFong
d) igh what

e) ough

e Spelling Boost: Tricky terminology

Spelling Boost: Tricky terminology

When you write about a text, it is important to use the correct terminology and to
spell it correctly.

analyse | charocter | description | intention | narrator | persuasion
analysis | describe | dialogue | metaphor | simile | cnomatopoeia

o Use spelling strategies to learn and practise spelling the terminology above.
You could try:

* locking for words with double letters: na rr ator
copying them out and circling the double letter

* breaking each word into syllables and saying
each syllable aloud, sounding every letter

nar—ralt=—or

# using the look-say-cover-write-check method.

e Spelling Boost: Eliminating errors

Spelling Boost: Eliminating errors

o Identify the sewen spelling mistakes in the extract on poge 86.

0 a) some words should follow some key spelling rules. Correct the spelling mistakes
in words that should follow the rules below.

» the suffix -ful is always spelt :
with just one *l'. For example: helpful | careful | beautiful
« if an adjective ends in -, the

adverb form ends in -ly: useful —— usefully

« for most adjectives ending in -e,
the adverb form ends in -ely: sofe — = S-l:IfEL"l'

e, i

b) Now look at the other spelling
mistakes. Try writing each word
three times. spelling it differently
each time, and then choose the spelling you think is correct.

Epeﬂnej ipecial v fpec eal
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e Spelling Boost: Spelling your response

Spelling Boost: Spelling your response

When you write a response to a text, there are some key words and phrases you
will often use. It 1s important that you are able to spell them correctly.

o Each of the words below is spelled incorrectly. Try

ritar writer I.-\-’r}d'er

a
spelling each one in three different ways, and then )
circle the spelling thot you think is correct.

a) riter b) descripsion €) immplies
e) creeqates f) vocabulery g) sugests
i) immpression j) sentance k) sugestion

Remember

d) emphesise
h) atention
1) resalution

When you are trying to correct a spelling, you should chack the following:
* ‘Vowelsialelilo|u # Silent letters: wr | wh | gh | kn

* Doubled consonants or single? * Common suffixes: —tion | —sion | —cian
\

® Spelling Boost: Dropping the letter ‘e’

Spelling Boost: Dropping the letter ‘¢’

One of the most important spelling skills to learn 1s when to drop the letter ‘e’
when adding a suffix. You should usually (but not always) use the following rules.

Drop the letter ‘e’ from the end of o word when odding
with a vowel a suffix that begins with a wowel, such as "~ing’, "—ed’,
‘—er’, "—able’ or "—ible".
suffixes beginning [RE:- the letter ‘e’ at the end of o word when adding o
with a consonant suffix that begins with o consonant, such as -k, “—ful’,
‘—less’ or -ness’.

For exomple: use + ‘ing’ =
wsing | used + ‘ed’ = used |
use + ‘er’ = user

For example: wse + “ful’ =
useful | use + *less’ = useless

Some exceptlons to these rules are: ‘argument’, ‘truly’, ‘knowledgeable” and ‘agreeing’.

0 Look at the following 12 spellings.

A believe B believeing C believable
E arguement F argueing G decide
I decided T likely K possiblely

a) Note down which spellings are incorrect.
b) Correct the incorrect spellings.
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e Spelling Boost: f, ff, gh and ph

Spelling Boost: f, ff, gh and ph

There are four ways of making an ‘I' sound. The most common 1s simply ‘f', as In
‘few’. However, the ‘f' Is usually doubled after a short vowel sound, as In ‘stuff’.

Remember

The word ‘of' (pronounced ‘ov’) has only one . The word ‘off' has a double ‘f.
A

There are no rules to help you learn when to use ‘ph’ or ‘gh’. You just have to learn
the spellings.

o Look at the words below. Each one is spelled three different ways. In each case,
which one is correct?
a) telephone / teleffone / teleghone b) louph / louf / laugh ) sphere / sfere / sghere
d) diferent / different / dipherent €) sniph / snif { sniff ) enouf / enough / enouph
g) alfabet / alphabet / olffabet h) offer / opher / ogher i) couff/ couph / cough

e Spelling Boost: Homophones

Spelling Boost: Homophones

Homophones are words that sound alike but have different spellings and different
meanings. They are very easy to confuse as shown In the table below.

T The word “our’ is a possessive determiner meaning ‘belonging to us™. The word “are’ is
S o form of the verb “to be”. For exaomple: We are spending the week at our ount’s house.
our re The word “your” is a possessive determiner meaning *belonging to you'. The word
y ¥ ‘you're” is a controction of “you are’. For example: You're taller than your dod.
The word ‘its” is o possessive determiner meaning ‘belonging to it’. The word ‘it's’ is a

contraction of “it is” or ‘it has’. For example: It's outumn, and the tree haos dropped
its leaves.

o Copy and complete the sentences below, choosing the correct homophone from
above to replace each 7.
a) ? football players ? better than your players.
b) I have heard ? ideas and I think ? wrong.
¢) 7 got three toes on each of ? six legs.

To check if a word is a contraction or a possessive determiner, try separating the two
contracted words. If the sentence still makes sense, the word is a contraction.

For example:
i | W% Tvesday teday. - = | Itis Tvesdaytoday.

The catate ifs food. - The cat ate itisfoed. x

21



e Skills Boost: Using semi-colons

Skills Boost: Using semi-colons

* Conjunctions can be used to link two clauses In a sentence. The conjunction
shows clearly how the two pleces of iInformation are linked.

* A seml-colon can be used to replace a conjunction. However, If this makes the
link between the two pleces of information unclear, you should use a
conjunction Instead.

The Romans wWere civilised The ancient Britens were
but the British were not. fierce when they fought.

The Romans were chvilised; the British were not. ¥ The anclent Britons were flerce; they fought. X
The link ks clear. The link is mot clear.

0 Replace the conjunctions in the following sentences with semi-colons,
a) The Britons wore orngments made of iron because they thought it was as
beautiful as gold.
b) The Britons escaped, although the Romans were far better trained in warfare.
¢) The Britons did not care if they were covered in mud.

o Look again at your answers to question 1. Tick the sentences in which the Llink
between the two clouses is clear and the sentence’s meaning is unchanged. Cross
the sentences in which the link is not clear or the sentence’s meaning has changed.

e Punctuation Boost: Commas

Punctuation Boost: Commas

When you write a multi-clause sentence, you will often need to separate the clauses
with a comma.

* When a subordinate clause is followed by o main clouse, they should be separated
with a comma.
= & non-finite clause should be separated from the rest of the sentence with a comma.
= When you list a series of clauses, each clause should be separated by a comma,
and the final clouse linked with o conjunction.
= You must not use a comma to link main clauses, unless they are part of a list. Doing
this would create a comma splice.
b A
o Copy out the sentences below, adding the correct punctuation. Begin by adding full
stops - you will need at least one in each sentence, Then add commas,

a) alhouqgh I like Eu}*fng clothes 1 do not want to deff‘ro}-' the planet

b) if we spend less time shopping for clothes we will save meoney rave

time and save the pjanef

c) every week the thopr have new clothes for tale tempting vt To buy them

d) fart fathion vies the earth’t resovrces pollutes our planet and

creates enormous Waste we must stop buying it

22



e Punctuation Boost: Checking for comma splices

Punctuation Boost: Checking for comma splices

A comma splice Is the Incorrect use of a comma to link two maln clauses: clauses
that should be separated by a full stop.

o Look at each of the commas in the sentences below. Should they be commas or
should they be full stops? Copy and correct each sentence.
a) Although it was a very rich city, Timbuktu was not built of gold, its buildings
were made of clay.
b) Laing travelled all the way to Timbuktu, found the city and was murdered on the
way home, his body was never found.

How do | do that?

Look ot the clauses in each sentence. Ask yourself: Is each clause linked to another
clouse by a conjunction, a non-finite verb, a semi-colon or colon - or is it part of a list?
If not, it should be its own separate sentence,

o Punctuation Boost: Commas and clauses

Punctuation Boost: Commas and clauses

Commas are sometimes used to separate clauses in multi-clause sentences. They

can separate:

* amain clause from a relative clause (beginning with a relative pronoun such as
‘that’, ‘who’ or ‘whose")

* amain clause from a non-finite clause (beginning
with a verb ending ‘-ing")

Mo comma is needed when the
subordinote clouse follows the

* amain clause from a subordinate clause, when
the sentence begins with the subordinate clause main dause.
(beginning with a subordinate conjunction such A
as ‘when’, ‘if’ or ‘because).

o Look at the sentences below. They are missing some commas.
A You can end up arguing with your parents if you disagree with their opinions.
B Staying calm and talking quietly explain your point of view.
C ‘Your parents who only ever want the best for you should be happy to listen.
D When you have explained your point of view listen to theirs.

a) Which of the sentences above begins with a main clause?

b) Which one begins with a subordinate clause?

¢} Which one contains a non-finite clause?

d) Which one contains a relative clause?

e} Copy out the sentences, adding commas where they are needed.
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e Punctuation Boost: Revising apostrophes

Punctuation Boost: Revising apostrophes

There are two reasons for using an apostrophe:
. to show that letters have been missed out in a contraction:
|+ am =I"m you + are = you're

* to show that something

belongs to someone:
i The word 'it's’ is o contraction of it is": It's my birthday!
the house belonging to ™ | e dhaturm )
G ool e word 'its’ is o possessive determiner meaning
Majid = Majidis house ‘belonging to it': Its walls were made of stone.

the lives belonging to -
everyone = everyone's lives
o How many apostrophes should there be in the following sentences?

Tiv an interesfing article because the writers deseribed her teenage years, Wwhich

makes you realite youre not the only perion whe isnt enjoying being a teenager.

Ive decided Im deﬁ'njf'ely going To follow the writers advice. I might bake a

chocolate cake for my fisters bFrf’hda}r. Choceolate cake is everyones favouritel

[ might eyen dei?qn avides game = a"’houqh thaty quite difficult

e Punctuation Boost: Speech and quotation punctuation

Punctuation Boost: Speech and quotation

punctuation

Inverted commas can be used as speech punctuation to slgnal dlalogue, and to
show a quotation in a critical response.

0 Look closely at the dialogue in the extract on poge 208. Use what you see there
to note down the rules of speech punctuation. Make sure you include the rules for
using inverted commas, capital letters, full stops, commas, exclamation marks and
question marks.

0 Look at the following sentences from one student’s response to the extract.

In the firit line, the narrator says, “These tharns are like elawsl’, which helps to set

the scene immediately. The narrater alse shows itis night: T could see the meon’

» The first sentence contains an embedded quototion: o quotation that is
positioned inside the sentence, and that functions as a part of the sentence.

» The quotation in the second sentence is not embedded. It remains separate from
the main body of the sentence.

Use the examples above to write out the rules of quotation punctuation. Make
sure that you include the rules for using inverted commas, colons and punctuation
within the quotation.
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e Punctuation Boost: Punctuating for effect

Punctuation Boost: Punctuating for effect

Omne of the easlest ways to add emphasis to a point 1s by using an exclamation
mark! However, it s very easy to use too many of them! If used over and over again,
thelr impact is weakened! Dashes and ellipses can be a more effective way to add
Impact In argument writing.

* A single dash In a sentence can create a dramatic pause that adds emphasis to
the point that follows it. For example:

The question iz, though, do we want to be accepted for the way we look, the labels we wear and the
phone we wee — or do we want to be accepted for who we truly are?

* An elllpsis slgnals omltted words, and can imply that a list continues. This can
add extra emphasis by highlighting the even greater number of things that could
be included in the list. For example:

If you ignore the trend, you're in danger of becoming an outsider, a square, a geek ... a nobody.

o Rewrite the following sentences, adding one punctuation mark to each of them
for effect.
a) Mone of us has to follow fashion but we all do.
b) Six months later, we are left with an unfashionable coat, shirt, pair of shoes but
the shop still has our money.
¢) The more we buy, the more we eventually throw away and then we buy
sOme more.

e Punctuation Boost: Using upper-case letters for effect

Punctuation Boost: Using upper-case letters for effect

The writer of the article on page 32 has sometimes chosen to use upper-case
letters in an unusual way.

o Look again at lines 1-2 of the article on page 32.
a) In what unusual way has the writer used upper-case letters in this section of
the article?
b) Why is this unusual? Writa one or two sentences to explain your ideas.

e Mote down three other reasons that the writer has used upper-case letters in this
section of the article.

9 Look at the sentences below. Note down which one word in each sentence uses an
upper-case letter in an unusual way.
a) As Christin walked along Toll Street, she suddenly felt Darkness closing in

around her.
b) The Trouble began lost Wednesday, 31st October — an appropriate date for it

e Loock again at your answers to questions 1 and 3. What effects are created by these
unusual uses of upper-case letters?

9 Write one sentence of your own that uses an upper-case letter to create a
similar effect.
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e Skills Boost: Hearing what you wrote

Skills Boost: Hearing what you wrote

An effective way of spotting careless mistakes, such as repeated or missing words,

Is to Imagine your volce reading the text aloud.

0 Imagine yourself reading the following sentences aloud. Then, read each sentence
again in turn, listening to the voice inside your head. As you read, copy the sentence
down, correcting any errors you find. Read your corrected sentences again to make
sure you have found all the errors,

Some ear]!_.r humans lived near the sea or a river vsed and sharper:ecl sticks te
to fpear 'ﬁﬂ:. Later hvmans learned 1o se‘]“f‘rap; to cateh ether creatures in the
water such EEJF and .c:rab-s.

9 Read the extract on page 170 aloud inside your head. Note down all the errors you find.

e Grammar Boost: Sentence terminology

Grammar Boost: Sentence terminology

Revise your understanding of clauses by looking at the following definitions.

clouse: o group of multi-clouse sentence:
more thon one word, a sentence containing
including a verb more than one dlause
subordinate clause: relative clouse: a
a clause linked to a clouse linked o a
main clouse with a migin clouse with
ing conjunction o relative pronoun
(‘olthough’ or ‘because’) {‘that” or “whao)

Remember

To help you identify sentence and clouse types, ask yoursalf:
* How many verbs ara in the sentenca?
+ Does the sentence contain a conjunction, a non-finite verb or a relative pronoun?

o Look at the following sentences. Identify the types of sentence and clause in each.
a) Mr Garces, who is a travelling salesman, is driving to his next appointment.
b) He feels anxious when he sees a squirrel.
) It is staring at him,
d) Driving through the countryside, he forgets about the squirrel.
€) Extroordinary!
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e Skills Boost: Structuring sentences for impact

Skills Boost: Structuring sentences for impact

Subordinate clauses can usually be positioned in front of a sentence’s main clause
or after it, without changing the sentence's meaning. The same is often true
of adverbials.

o Look at the three sentences below, which are all making the same point. Which
sentence structure do you feel gives this point the greatest impact? Write one or
two sentences explaining your answer,

A Clearly, we are making a serious mistake if we judge people on their appearance.
B We are making a serious mistake if we judge people on their appearance, clearly.
C If we judge people on their appearance, we are clearly making o serious mistake.

0 Rewrite each of the sentences below in three different ways, putting the clauses
and the adverbial in different positions each time. You may need to adjust
the punctuation.
a) Appearances matter, however, because we are judged on them,
b) Sadly, we all care what people think of us, although we should try not to.

e Look agaoin at the three versions of each sentence you have written for question 2.
Which versions have the greatest impact? Write one or two sentences explaining
YyOour answer,

® Grammar Boost: Common errors

Grammar Boost: Common errors

When you write an argument text, you will usually need to write In formal Standard
English. Make careful checks to ensure accuracy In your writing.

* Check for tense consistency, ensuring you don't switch from one to another
by mistake. For example:
Many people think that they are overweight when they
compared compare themrelver to modelr in magaziner.

¢ Check for subject/verb agreement, ensuring you use the verb form that agrees
with the subject. For example:

Many people think that they is are overweight when they

wﬁcnmparefhemfehef to models in magaZines.

o The errors in the sentences above have been corrected. What mistakes had been made,
befare they were corrected? Describe what tense and person were used originally.

0 Look at the sentences below. Copy them out and correct them to ensure the tenses
are consistent and the verb forms agree with their subjects.
a) People is all kinds of shapes and sizes and we were all different,
b) We all wanted to be fit and healthy but some of us takes it too far.
¢) It are important to be fit and healthy but it was even more important to be happy.

27



